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THE enſuing Sermon was preached 
1 merely as a practical improvement 
of the affecting providence, which gave 
1 occaſion to it; and for the edification of 

that ſingle congregation before whom it 
was delivered; without the leaſt intention 
; of publication. Some- of the audience, 
| Having been conſiderably affected and 
quickened by hearing it; and hoping that 
others might deriye fimilar. advantage from 
peruſing it ; ſuggeſted, ſeveral days after, 
the firſt idea of printing it. C 
Still, however, it would probably have 
gone no further, had not ſome hints from 
@ very reſpectable quarter induced me to 
| ſet about tranſcribing the ſubſtance of it. 
The fame enlarged zeal and benevolence 
which have dictated and patronized ſomany 
_ meaſures for the glory of God, and the tem- 


. 
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ir 

poral and ſpiritual good of mankind, ap- 
proving of and countenancing this feeble 
endeavour, have determined the publication. 
Not having notes, I could not poſſibly 
ſend to the preſs preciſely the ſame ſermon 
I delivered from the pulpit. Want of re- 
collection, at ſome diſtance of time, muſt 
cauſe numberleſs leſſer variations. Others 
I judged it proper to mike intentionally ; 
abridging, omitting, adding, and altering, 
as ſeemed moſt calculated for uſefulneſs, 
Eſpecially, it was neceſſary more exactly to 
| ſtate, more fully to elucidate, and more 
ſtrongly to argue ſome points before an im- 
partial public, than was needful before a 
candid and favourable audience. Though 
the ſubſtance therefore of the Sermon be 
the ſame in the method, argument, and 
application; yet they who were preſent 
when it was delivered, will perceive con- 
ſiderable alterations E 
But the grand Jifferones: is vnsrpih le . 
I mean the difference in point of animation 
between ſpeaking in public, and writing in 
the ſtudy, This gives extempore preaching 

its grand advantage, alone countervails a 
variety of diſadvantages, and renders it 10 
generally more acceptable to thoſe who 
have got accuſtomed: to it. But when the 
Lame is 9 it loſes: all this advan- 
LAG "©. . 


(* ] 
tage: and no wonder that the ſame truths 
make not the ſame impreſſion. Hence 
many ſermons well received from the pul- 
pit, are totally diſregarded when publiſhed. 
As I have apprehenſions that the ſame per- 
ſons who requeſted the publication may be 
diſappointed on the peruſal, I would give 
them this intimation of the real cauſe.—I 
can only ſay, I have done all I was capable 
of, though much leſs than I deſired, to 


| keep up the animation. 


However, the ſubject and occaſion being 
ſo intereſting, and I hope treated in a 
plain, ſerious, and practical manner, ac- 
cording to the oracles of God, I am en- 
couraged to expect ſome good from it to 
the ſouls of men. Being deſirous of prac- 
tiſing, as well as preaching an active pre- 
paration for the cloſing ſcene ; and to oc- 
cupy with my talent, ſuch as it is, till my 
Lord come ; many judgments concurring 
that the publication might do ſome good, 
and could do no harm, I heſitated no 
longer. )) Tn 
To the glory of that Lord, whoſe, at 
leaſt, I defire to be, and whom I would 
| ſerve, I devote this feeble endeavour to 
promote practical godlineſs. To his bleſſ- 
ing I humbly recommend it, and ſincerely 
beſeech him to accompany the peruſal 
SE | : with 


1 is 8 

with the efficacious operations of his Spi- 
rit; that at that day, the writer and the 
readers may rejoice and praiſe his name 
together, for the benefit he hath by means 
thereof communicated to their ſouls. 


June 3, 1796. THOMAS SCOTT, 
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LUKE Xii. 40. 


12 YE | THEREFORE READY ALSO : FOR THE SON 
OF MAN COMETH AT AN HOUR; WHEN YE 
THINK NOT. | 


? 


HE fr quency with which this warning 
” "1 Mule ed in the ſacred ſcriptures, alone 
evinces its importance. Three Evangeliſts re- 
cord the prophecy of our Lord concerning the 
approaching defolation of Jeruſalem : they all 
gradually draw off our thoughts from the 
event, primarily intended: lead them to, and 
fix them on a ſtill more ſolemn and intereſting 
ſcene; even the ſecond coming of Chriſt to 
Judge 'the world: and then conclude the im- 

rtant ſubje&, with a warning ſimilar to that 
of my text. Therefore be ye alſo ready ; for 
bc in ſuch an hour as ye think not, the Son of 
c Man cometh *.“ * Take ye heed, watch 
* and pray, for ye know not when the time 
te is f.. © Take heed to yourſelves, leſt at 


* Matt, xxiy. 46. 3 Mark xiii, 33. 
in ERS 5 « any 


1 

| 
t any time your hearts be overcharged with 
ee ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, and the cares of 
ce this life, and ſo that day come upon you 
cc unawares; for as a ſnare. ſhall it come upon 
c all them that dwell upon the face of the 
ce whole earth Watch ye therefore, and pray 
ce always, that ye may be accounted worthy to 
« eſcape all theſe things, which ſhall come to 
ce paſs, and to ſtand before tne Son of Man *.“ 
In this chapter the ſame improvement is 
made of another ſubject, A certain perſon, 
unſeaſonably interrupting our Lord's diſcourſe, 
requeſted him * to ſpeak to his brother to 
« divide the inheritance with him:“ doubtleſs 
conſidering this as a matter of greater moment 
to him, than the ſubject, on which our Lord 
was diſcourſing. He, declining this as foreign 
to his character and employment, which were 
entirely ſpiritual; thence takes occafion to cau- 
tion his audience againſt covetouſneſs: im- 
preſſes this caution on their minds, by the 
parable of him, who rich to himſelf, _ not 
to God, was ſummoned by death, juſt when 
he was purpoſing to enjoy his affluence, and 
promiſing himſelf many years of worldly feli- 
city: then he enforces on his diſciples indiffe- 
rence about worldly things, contentment with 
a little, truſt in Providence, fruitfulneſs in 
works of mercy, and habitual, preparation for 
death and judgment. This laſt he illuſ- 
trates by the ſituation of a ſervant, appointed 
to watch for his lord's return from a wedding: 
and by that of a houſholder expecting che 
e Lake xxi. 3436. e 
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aſſault 
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aſſault of a thief. Sobriety and watchfulneſs 
would be incumbent on perſons thus circum- 
ſtanced: much more on us—*< Be ye therefore 
c ready alſo; for at an hour, when ye think 
« not, the Son of Man cometh. ”—F rom which 
Intereſting words we will, | 
I. Conſider the event, for which we are ex- 
horred to be ready ar LI 
II. Enquire wherein that Wear confiſt ? 

And III. Propoſe ſome concluſive atgu- 
ments; which prove the neceſſity of our e 
always ready. 

And nüt 1 endexvour to aitcourte 6n tt eſe 
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in th N. tha to omg and Rear, as if 
from this ſermon we expected an "inirfiediate 
ſummons to ee 919582 
I. Let us conſider the event, for wich v we 
et exhorted to'be ready. 4 ; 
And here our ſubject neceffarily leads us to 
confider our ſituation in this world. Before 
an audier ce, aſſembled to worſhip, God, and 
hear his word, many hack may be aflurned 
as truths, which in forme places might require, 
and would eafily admit of abundant proof. 
The firſt principle of all our religious etiquſ= 
ries, is the exiſtence of one God; Who is in- 
finite in greatneſs, majeſty, glory, andexcel- 
lency : the everlaſting, ſelf-exiftenr, and n- 
yep creator. and upholder of all things: 
TH 7c worthy 


- - 
—— —— — — _ TOE 'Üñ—ñ2:˙1:3 —ͤͤw1wx'⁊6 IS 1 
- 


; 
' 
j 
| 
| 
| 


| wherein the whole man, ,both body and ſoul, 


8 
worthy of all poſſible love, worſhip, honor, 
and ſubmiſſion; *©* whoſe is the kingdom, and 


the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” 


His creatures we are, © from him we have life, 
« and breath, and all things,” “and in him 
« we live, and move, and have our being.” 
Being conſtituted diverſe from, and ſuperior 
to, al the other inhabitants of this lower world, 
we are evidently intended for other, and nobler 
purpoſes, than they : being capable of receiv. 
ing the knowledge of God, and of our rela- 
tions and obligations unto him ; of perceiving 
the glory of his perfections, as reflected from 


all his works; of diſcerning between moral 


good and evil; and of performing a reaſon- 
able and voluntary ſervice. We appear de- 
ſigned expreſsly for the exerciſe of religion, 


and to perform that worſhip and ſervice to our 


Maker and Benefactor, of which he is ſo wor- 
thy, and to which he hath ſo juſt a claim. 


We alone are able to underſtand and to 


be governed by a law, to be influenced by 


motives, and actuated by hopes, and fears f 


future conſequence; and therefore we alone of 
all creatures here below, are accountable to- 
our Maker for our conduct. : To 


Theſe things are, indeed, the probable con- 
jectures of reaſon ; hut they ſtand not on that 
baſis: divine revelation confirms all theſe ra- 
tional inferences; and with authority alſo de- 
mands our belief of the immortality of the 
foul, the reſurrection of the body, a future 
judgment, and an eternal ſtate of retributions: 


ſhall 


(mn 1 
wall enjoy the moſt exquiſite felicity ; or en- 
dure the moſt intenſe and inexpreſſible miſery 


for ever, according to the things done in the 


cc body, whether they be good or evil.“ 


But this is not all: We are not only rational 


and accountable creatures, and in a future ſtate 


deſigned for immortal exiſtence : we are alſo 


fallen and ſinful creatures. Our great Crea- 
tor, Governor, and Judge, hath given us a 
perfect law, reaſonable, equitable, and good 
in all its requirements: immortal life and feli- 
City are therein promiſed to him, who yields 


obedience; an awful curſe is pronounced againſt 


every tranſgreſſor—“ By this law is the know- 
« ledge of ſin.” Every deviation from its 
perfection, whether by omiſſion or commiſſion, 


by exceſs or deficiency, is fin. And the wages 


of ſin is death. Love of God with all our 
powers; love of all men as ourſelves, form 
the ſubſtance of this law ; which, excellent and 
lovely as it is, ſhuts all men up under condem- 


nation. For being thus ſpiritual, and having 
- reſpeR, as much to, the affections, imagina- 


tions, and intentions of the heart, as to the 


words of the tongue, or actions of the life, it 


condemns ten thouſand . . we naturally 
ſhould not eſteem deſerving of condemnation. 
Thus our Lord pronounces cauſeleſs anger and 
malice to be an infringement of the ſixth com- 
mandment; and lewd-imaginations, affections, 
and intentions, to be adultery in the ſight of 


Sod. And he that keepeth the whole law, 
and offendeth in one point, is guilty of all!“ 


+4 


* hoe, 1 John iii. 4. e 
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Wa 
for, like other laws, it condemns a man for 


one tranſgreſſion: nor can it be pleaded in 
arreſt of judgment, that we never broke. the 


law before, nor ever intend to break it again: 


or though we have committed adultery, we 
never committed theft or murder. Such pleas _ 
would not avail us before man's tribunal, nor 
will they at the bar of God. | 
From Mount Sinai the Lord himſelf 1 


ed this law, in ten commandments, with every 


circumſtance of terror, which could expreſs 
the awful condition of mankind, as: ſinners, 
under its condemnation ; and warn them to 
flee from the wrath to come unto the ſalvation 
of the goſpel, held forth to the Iſraelites by 
bloody facrifices, and divers purifications.— 
Theſe very commandments have now in the 
name and preſence,” and by the authority of 
God, been pronounced in your hearing: and 
upon your bended knees, as tranſgreſſars you 
have ſupplicated mercy : as prone to tranſgreſs, 
have belought the Lord to © incline your 


© hearts to kee each precept; and to 
P P 


« write them all in your hearts. yg I truſt this 
is not with many of you a mere form, but that 
you are deeply convinced, that this is your 


character and ſituation; yer, with too many, 


this is all a ſolemn mockery ; and theychave 
neither in their judgment of themſelves, cor. 
reſpondent ſentiments, nor in their hentzt, ſuit» 


able affections, 


But would. you ſeriouſly compare your whole 
temper and conduct; your thoughts, words, 
mol actions; * purſuits and . your 

deb aviour 


EE 

behaviour to God and man; the government 
of your appetites and paſſions; your manner 
of ſpending your time and ſubſtance; the uſe 
you made of your abilities and influence in 
time paſt, and are making at preſent : would 
you, I ſay, compare theſe things impartially 
with this holy law of God, after mature re- 
flection you could not deny, but that you had 
broken every one of the ten commandments. 
We have broken the firſt commandment by 

idolizing ourſelves and the world ; by proud 
ſelf. admiration; and by ſupremely valuing, 
purſuing, and delighting in earthly things. 
We have broken the ſecond by mean unworthy 

thoughts of God, neglecting his inſtituted wor- 
ſhip, and preferring « our own or human inven- 
tions. The third by irreligion and profane- 
nels, and irreverence to his ſacred name. The 
fourth by negleQling to keep holy, and by ac- 
tually profaning the Lord's day in worldly em- 
ployments, trifling engagements, or carnal in- 
dulgences. And all the reſt by miſbehaving 
ourſctves in relative, life; being injurious to 
the perſons, connections, property, or charac- 
ters of our neighbours; by covetous, ſenſual, 
ambitious, revengeful imaginations, wiſhes, 
purpoſes, converie, and behaviour. Thus, 
without ſuppoſing you guilty of any groſs and 
ſcandalous wickedneſs, (which, nevertheleſs, I 
fear many of you have been and are) let your 
conſcience determine whether I have not proved 

you and ;myſelf guilty of tranſgreſſing all the 


ten commandments, and under the condemna- 
tion of the whole law. 
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Hence death reigns and triumphs.—“ By 
© one man fin entered into the world, and 
ec death by fin, and fo death paſſed upon all 
c men, in that all have ſinned.” Death is no 


debt of nature, as ſome affect to call it, but 
2 debt to divine juſtice. A public execution 


implies previous condemnation and crimina- 
lity. Having ſinned, we are condemned. Hear 
the ſentence, Duſt thou art, and to duſt thou 
c ſhalt return.” Death is the execution of that 
ſentence, Nothing but the hatred which a 
God of holineſs bears to ſin, could induce him 
to deſtroy the admirable work of his own hands; 
for, in the nervous language of the Holy Ghoſt, 
« it repenteth him, that he hath ade man.” 
Many crimes injurious to ſociety are deemed 
deſerving of an ignominious and violent death, 
which 1s all the puniſhment that man can in- 
fict: «© Having killed the body, he hath no 
4 more that he can do.“ But what are, all the 


little intereſts of men compared with the glory 
of God, and the intereſts of his univerſal and 


everlaſting kingdom? And what are all crimes 
againſt ſociety compared with the malignity of 
the creature's rebellion againſt his Creator, the 
infinitely. glorious God ? The injuſtice, ingra- 
titude, contempt, enmity, oppoſition, and per- 
verſeneſs that is in every ſin, can only be eſti- 
mated by his infinite mind, who fees every 
thing, and every character in their true colours, 
and judges of every thing according to truth. 

And he deems ſin deſerving of the everlaſting 
puniſhment of body and ſoul in hell, hath de- 
nounced this ſentence againſt all ſinners, E | 


3 1 4. 


will certainly execute it upon all who do not 


repent and believe the Goſpel. | 
Left under this awful ſentence, all muſt have . 
inevitably periſhed. We could have contrived 
no. method of ſalvation, which might conſiſt 
with the honour of God : we could have made 
no atonement to divine juſtice for our ſins : the 
depraved diſpoſition of our heart even pre- 
cluded all fncere endeavours to attain unto 
cc holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the 
« Lord:” nor could we ever have rectified 
the temper of our hearts, any more than Satan 
can recover from his former rectitude, and riſe 
by his own power to be a holy angel.,—Nay, 
left entirely to ourſelves, we ſhould every day 
grow more wicked, fink deeper under con- 
demnation, and encreaſe the weight of our eter- 
nal miſery, Nor do I heſitate to ſay (what I 
truſt is warranted by the word of God) that, 
as certainly as all men ſooner or later muſt die, 
- notwithſtanding all human .contrivances and 
endeavours to the contrary : ſo all men muſt 
have periſhed for ever, without help from them- 
ſelves or others, had not a gracious God inter- 
poſed. The plan of redemption by the -blood 
of the Son of God, and recovery to holineſs 
by the new creating power of the Holy. Ghoſt, 
proclaims this humbling, alarming truth, A 
deep conviction of it is the only preparation of 
the heart for underſtanding, embracing, and 
| valuing the Goſpel. They, who are not thus 
humbled, count the preaching of the croſs. 
fooliſhneſs: , and without thus preparing our 
way, we may preach even the love of Chriſt 

| without 


16 

without effect; * For every mouth muſt be 
« ſtopped, and all the world found guilty be- 
00S G0d.”: -- | 
Thus condemned to everlaſting puliſhiriciit; 
without help or hope from ourſelves, we ſtand 
on the brink of eternity. One after another is 
by death tranſmitted to the judgment-ſear of 
God, and fixed in their eternal ſtate. For what 
the general judgment will be to the world at 
large, that death proves to every individual. 
In the New Teſtament, the coming and day of 
the Lord are repreſented as at hand. Many 
ages have already elapſed, and many more ſhall | 
| doubtleſs yet ſucceed, previous to that grand 
and ſolemn ſcene: (for the prophecies of ſcrip- 
ture muſt needs be fulfilled.) But what is that 
to individuals? The numerous inhabitants of 
the earth through all theſe ſucceeding genera- 
tions already do know, and have entered upon: 
we ſoon ſhall know, and enter upon our eternal, 
unchangeable ſtate. The reſurrection of the 
body and the general judgment will complete 
the felicity or miſery of that ſtate, and diſplay 
to the whole univerſe the glory of God therein. 
As then death and judgment are ſo connected 
in reality, we cannot aſſociate them too cloſe- 
ly in our ideas and expectations. Meanwhile, 

being reſpited by the long-ſuffering of God, 
we are under a diſpenſation of mercy. Not 
the uncertain conjectures of reaſon, but authen- 
ticated revelation aſſures us, that God is mer- 
ciful, and that ©& there is forgiveneſs with 
hs him. Mercy ſo rich and abundant, for- 
giveneſs ſo large, that no degree of guile ex- 
; cludes 


i 


E 
cludes the offender from ſharing it: Mercy 
and forgiveneſs exerciſed in a way (far beyond, 
and even contrary to all our conceptions and 
contrivances, but) deviſed in his manifold 
wiſdom; expreſſive of his perfect holineſs; ho- 
nourable to his righteous law; vindicating his 
awful juſtice; worthy of himſelf; calculated 
to ſtamp ſin with eternal infamy; to humble 
and fill the pardoned ſinner with admiring love 
and gratitude, and to produce and enlarge all 
holy affections in his ſoul. “ Without con- 
<« troverſy great is this myſtery of godlineſs, 
„ Gop was manifeſted in the fleſh,” * His 
4 name was called Emmanuel, God with us.” 
te Fe (and not another) was wounded for our 
ee tranſgreſſions, was bruiſed for out iniqui- 
cc ties,” © and ſuffered once for ſins, the juſt 
« for the unjuſt :” © that God might be uſt, 
c and the juſtifier of him who believeth in 
cc Jeſus.” © For herein is love, not that we 
© loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent 
ct his Son to be the propitiation for our ſins.” 
Having in this grand event diſplayed in one 
view his infinite abhorrence of ſin, and love of 
ſinners, he judges he may now honourably par- 
don and fave all who apply for this ſalvation ; 
and come unto God through him, „who riſen 
« from the dead, ever liveth to make inter- 
c ceſſion for us.“ This ſalvation he proclaims in 
his word: „commands all men every where to 
« repent :” warns them to © flee from the wrath 
ce to come: inſtructs them “ to flee for re- 
« fuge unto Jeſus Chriſt by faith:“ invites 
ec him that is athirſt to come, and * | 
| Fu 5 | | cc Wi 
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e will to take of the water of life freely:“ 


exhorts the wicked to forſake his wickedneſs, 
and turn unto the Lord; to ſtrive to enter in 


at the ſtrait gate, and to aſe the means of grace: 


engages to give his Holy Spirit to all who 
« aſk for him;” that the power of corruptions 
and evil habits, or temptations, may neither 
excuſe him that deſpiſes, nor diſcourage him 


who deſires this falvation : aſſures them, that 
Chriſt will in no wiſe © caſt out him that 


« cometh, but that whoſoever believeth ſhall 
ce be ſaved:“ allures them with exceeding great 
and precious © promiſes:“ confirms them with 
the covenant and oath of God, that they might 
ce have a ſtrong conſolation, who flee for re- 
ce fuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before them:“ 
counſels them“ not to neglect ſuch great | falva- 
« tion, for how then can they eſcape:” and 
tenderly expoſtulates with them, As I live, 
« ſaith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the 
ce death of the wicked. but that the wicked 
<« turn from his way, and live: turn ye, turn 
« ye from your evil ways, for why will ye die?“ 


Thus doth the Goſpel addreſs the ſinner, pro- 
poling ſalyation to him, urging his acceptance, 


and leaving every one without excuſe, wha 
ce will not come unto Chriſt, that they may 
« have life;” but through pride and worldly 
affections pour contempt on the widen, truth, 


and mercy of God. 


Thus the Lord waits to be gracious, and 
prolongs, according to his ſovereign holy pur- 
poſe, our lives from day to day. At length 
the period he has 9 arrives; the ſcene 

dclaoſes, 
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| kloſes, and death fixes the final happineſs or 
miſery of every individual, according as he 
hath; or hath not embrace this ſalvation ; is, 
or is not found ready. 
Our ſituation in this world, and its con- 
nexion with eternity being thus aſcertained, 
we perceive what that event is, for which we 
are to be ready. As rational and accountable 
creatures; as ſinners guilty, polluted, and con- 
demned; as dying, yet to live after death to 
all eternity in the joys of heaven, or the tor- 
ments of hell; as under a diſpenſation of mercy 
and grace, whereby all things requiſite are 
freely given for Chriſt's ſake to every one that 
aſketh for them; be ready, prepare to meet 
your God, your Creator, and Judge; when- 
ever by death, he ſhall ſummon you into his 
preſence. We therefore enquire, 
II. Wherein this readineſs conſiſts ? 
Surely it conſiſteth not in the acquiſition or 

poſſeſſion of wealth. —Yet numbers act as if 
this were the one thing needful : as if they 
lived to good purpoſe, and died happy, who 
leave bebind them, fifty or an hundred thouſand 
pounds. This grand object engroſſes their 
thoughts, affections, time, and attention: to 
this all other purſuits are poſtponed, all other 
intereſts ſubordinated : for this the exerciſe of 
piety and charity muſt be contracted or neglect- 
ed; too often juſtice diſregarded. Six buſy 
days afford no leifure for religious exerciſes, 
and tranſmit them jaded to the ſabbath, as 
their day of relaxation and refreſhment: ora 
day of wearineſs more intolerable than all the 
6 C's 7 reſt, 


g 


c up treaſure in heaven. 
they are but few: and none who love and 
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reſt, © When will the ſabbath be gone, that 
« we may ſet forth corn, making the ſhekel 
ce great, and the ephah ſmall, and falſifying 
ec the balances by deceit,” 

% Take heed and beware of covetouſneſs, 
« for a man's life conſiſteth not in the abun- 
« dance of the things that he poſſeſſeth:“ 


neither the comfort, credit, uſefulneſs, or 


length of it. Anxieties, ſuſpicions, ſnares, and 
temptations, alone are multiplied with increal- 
ing wealth. How hardly ſhall they that have 
« riches enter into the kingdom of heaven! 
It is eaſter for a camel to paſs through the 
< eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
« into the kingdom of heaven.“ Men may 
expreſs their admiration at ſuch truths, as the 


diſciples did, and exclaim, Who then can 


« be ſaved?” 'The anſwer 1s put into -our 
mouths, © The things which are impoſſible 
« with man are poſſible with God.” Some, 


who are rich in the world, are allo rich to- 
wards God; ſome with whom „ riches in- 


« creaſe, ſer- not their hearts upon them ;” but 


are rich © in good works;” © and even by 


« their faithfulneſs in the anrighteous mammon,” 
(in getting, keeping, and ſpending whereof, 
men commit ſo much unrighteouſneſs) * lay 
But comparatively - 


truſt in riches, and expect an acceſſion of feli- 
city from increaſing wealth, rather than from 


increaſing holineſs, can be in the way of fal- 


vation; for if any man love the world, the 
« love of the Father is not in him.“ And 
by | 9 . . 1 they 
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6. they that will be rich” (being expoſed through 
that covetous deſire) © fall into temptation, 
« and a ſnare, and into divers fooliſh, and hurt- 
« ful luſts, which drown men in deſtruction 
« and perdition: for the love of money is the 
cc root of all evil.” | 
Moreover riches not being properly our on, | 
but committed to our ſtewardſhip : not only do 
not ward off, or retard the ſtroke of death; 
but, when not faithfully improved, they ren- 
der its approach in every reſpect much more 
formidable. Give an account of thy ſteward- 
e ſhip; for thou mayeſt be no longer ſteward.” 
They who tenaciouſly keep poſſeſſion of their 
riches, till death produces a reluctant ſepara- 
tion, get little thanks from ſurviving heirs : 
who generally in their turn find them a 
nant ſource of jealouſy, contention, and ill 
will, and an occaſion of additional ſin, and 
temptation.— A traveller, who approaches, in 
order to croſs, the ocean, bowed down under 
a heavy burden of ſuch things, as afford 
him neither preſent enjoyment, nor proſpect of 
future emolument ;: and as muſt very ſhortly be 
left behind upon the ſhore; yet aſſiduouſſy, 
and anxiouſly increaſing his load: forms no 
unapt emblem of a character and conduct, but 
too commonly obſervable. I mean the cha- 
racter and conduct of ſuch, who have already 
more than adds to their enjoyment; nay much 
that burdens them with ſolicitude, and cum- 
ber; and beſets them with temptations and 
ſnares; who may very ſoon, and muſt cre lon 
leave all behind them for ever; and yet c there 
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te js no end of all their labour,“ in adding to 
their uſeleſs and troubleſome tbundanee. — But 


can this be a rational conduct, a ſuitable pre- 


Paration far a dying hour? Vet is not this the 
very preparation ſome of you are making? Are 
not ſome of you thus eagerly purſuing wealth? 
Exulting in your ſucceſs; or murmuring under 
diſappointment ? x Or; like the covetous man in 
this chapter, ſaying * Soul take thine eaſe, 
tc eat, drink, and be merry, thou haſt goods 
« laid up for many years. And now, ſhould 
God fay, © Thou fool, this night, thy ſoul 
< ſhall be required of thee.” The juſtice of 
the ſentence, and of the attendant rebuke, muſt 
be evident to your conſcience ; nor would your 
ſuperfluous wealth prove the leaſt ſource of 
comfort, or alleviation of your awtul condition. 

Nor was his preparation in the leaſt degree 
any better, « who was clothed in purple and 


d fine linen, and fared ſumptuouſly every day.“ 


Who made choice of theſe for his good things, 
and looked for no higher pleaſures. The 
luxury, the elegance, the pomp, and pride of 
life, which form fo great a part of the buſi- 
neſs, converſation, ambition, and indulgence - 
of thoſe, who can, and thoſe who cannot afford 
them; however their doting admirers may de- 
fend their innocency ; doubtleſs form a miſe- 
rable preparation for a dying hour. Such an 
attention to animal gratification and external 
embelliſhment, proſtitutes the affections, and 
debaſes the dignity of the rational and im- 
mortal ſoul; betrays a groveling and trifling 

mind; and is utterly” ineonſiſtent with the ſim- 
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plicity and ſpirituality of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion. The wealth thus laviſhed (if creditors 
have not a claim to it) demands a better im- 
provement: the time ouglit to be redeemed to 
better purpoſes: and each profeſſor of the 
goſpel ought, by his example, to bear teſti- 
mony againſt the prevailing extravagancy, and 
folly of a luxurious, diſſipated age and nation; 
and by no means to give a ſanction to it. Nor 
can he, whoſe ſatisfaction lies in ſuch things, 
point out any favourable diſtinction betwixt 
himſe]f, and that rich man, who. lived thus 
ſplendidly and luxuriouſly, and when. he died, 
ce lift up his eyes in hell being in torments.“ — 
Yet are not even ſome preſent thus engaged ? 
Are not there ſuch among you, who are more 
eager to poſſeſs, and more ambitious to excel 
in, and more afraid and aſhamed to be out- 
ſtript in theſe things, than in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs ? Do not ſome ſpend twice the 
time about theſe things, that they do in ſecret 
deyotion ? Perhaps ten times the money, which 
they can afford for acts of charity ? And is this 
the ſpirit, temper, and' conduct of a Chriſtian ? 
Let conſcience determine, if it be not callous. 
Are theſe trifles? The world accounts them 
not ſo; for they /neeringly obſerve. that religious 
people, in their way, are as fond of the indul- 
gences and diſtinctions of the world as other 

eople ; which I am ſure is no credit or adorn- 
ing to the doctrine of God our Saviour. ſay, 
are not ſome thus conducting themſelves ? For 
I bleſs God, we have, many ' honourable ex- 
cepugns to the general depraved taſte of the 


age. 
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age. OP which of the two characters, ( och 
whoſe care is to put on Chriſt, and to be 
adorned with good works, and the beauties of 
holineſs, whilſt outward things are compara- 
tively ſlighted; or ſuch whoſe conduct is the 
very reverſe) do you . are moſt ready for 
death and judgment? However you may chuſe 
to live as the latter; I am ſure you would wiſh 
to die as the former. O that men would think 
of theſe things, that they would be wiſe, that 
they would conſider their latter end. | 
Nor are the ambitious purſuits of greatneſs, 
power, or praiſe: or even the indefatigable 


labours of the learned; whilſt Chriſt is re- 
jetted, and his goſpel (which is the wiſdom of 


God) undervalued, and deſpiſed, in any reſpect 
a preferable preparation for a dying hour. Nor 


would any of you wiſh to receive the awful 


ſummons at the maſquerade, the theatre, the 
opera, or the card-table. After all, which 
apologiſts have urged in behalf of ſuch diver- 


Hons ; they cannot 3 that they are any 


part of that watchfulneſs, and readineſs for 
the coming of the Lord, about which we are 


: enquiring. 'They cannot fay that in frequent- 


ing ſuch amuſements they are walking in the 
ſteps, and imitating the example of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Nor can they ſhew that in ſeeking relief 
from the tediouſneſs of duty by ſuch relaxation, | 
they have that mind in them, which was in 
him, whoſe meat it was to do the will of God. 


Nor can they reconcile ſuch diverſions with. 
theſe three precepts: * Be not conformed 


600 this world:“ < Redeem your time: 
8 Whether 5 
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4 Whether ye eat, or whether ye drink, or 
cc whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
6 God.” Make theſe precepts the rule of 
your conduct, delight yourſelves in God, and 
*prepare to meet him in judgment ; and you 
will have no more leiſure or inclination for 
ſuch vanities, | 
Permit me to add, that even moral decency 
of converſation, formal worſhip, or evangelical 
| profeſſion and notions, with various ſimilar re- 
ligious attainments, however men may reſt in 
them, and value themſelves upon them, come 
far ſhort of the neceſſary preparation: * For 
te except your righteouſneſs exceed the righ- 
ce teouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye 
© ſhall in no wiſe enter into the kingdom of 
ce heaven,” But if theſe things are all impro- 
per, or inefficacious, what ſhall we think of 
the conduct of vaſt numbers, who are ſo far 


from being ready, or making diligent ſuitable 
ily adding“ drun- 


preparation, that they are da 
% kenneſs to thirſt,” and © fin to ſin ;” pro- 
faneneſs to debauchery, and infidelity to pro- 
faneneſs. . 

| hope your attention is not wearied, nor our 
enquiry interrupted by this ſeeming digreſſion, 


not foreign, I truſt, to our main ſubject. For 


by conſidering ſome of the moſt common ways 


in which men wafte their lives, till death ſur- 
brizes them unprepared, and plunges them into 


irremediable miſery; we may to more effect con- 
traſt therewith that diligent and conſtant, and 
earneſt preparation, the word of God enforces. 


Tuts rn, 1 PT, is twofold: A 
D 
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preparation by which the ſoul is ſecured: And 
a preparation, whereby that ſecurity is evi- 
denced, improved, and rendered apparent for 
our comfort. Every true believer habitually. 
poſſeſſes the former: when vigorouſly exerci- 
ſing grace, and diligently practiſing his duty, 
he au enjoys the latter. We may, there- 
fore, call the former the habitual, the latter the 
actual preparation for death and judgment: Or 
if this diſtinction pleaſe not, we may denomi- 
nate the one our precedent and introductory 
and the other our conſequent and continued 

preparation. 

1. Our precedent and introduſtory prepara: 
tion, whereby we become habitually fafe, and 
therefore ready, conſiſts in acceptance with 
God, and a meetneſs for heaven. 

Having incurred the divine diſpleaſure by 
tranſgreſſion, the wrath of God muſt abide upon 
us, unleſs, or until we apply for and obtain 
| forgiveneſs. —If we are cut off by death with- 
out the pardon of our fins, thar wrath muſt 
abide upon us for ever; for * the wicked is 
driven away in his wickedneſs :” Nor will 


even the ranſom of the death of Chriſt avail in 


this caſe; © Beware leſt he cut thee off with 3 
e ſtroke, and then a great ranſom cannot ſave 
ce thee.” On the other hand, “ bleſſed is that 
cc man, whoſe tranſgreſſion 1 is forgiven, whoſe 
& fin is covered, and to whom the Lord im- 
« puteth not iniquity,” How vile ſoever he 
bath heretofore been, he is now ſafe, and hap- 

py.—We have already ſeen whence this for- 
Biveneſs {prings; 1n what manner the- way is 


opened 
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opened for its honourable exerciſe; how it is 
Propoſed to all who hear the Goſpel, and in 
what manner it with authority demands our 
acceptance. This acceptance is called © the 
ce obedience of faith,” and Chriſt * is become 
ce the Author of eternal ſalvation to all them that 
cc obey him.” The man who truly believes the 
| ceflimony of God in the ſacred ſcriptures con- 
cerning the Deity, the incarnation, humiliation, 
ſufferings, death, reſurrection, and mediatorial 
exaltation of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : who per- 
ceives the neceſſity, the nature, and the glory 
of ſuch an extraordinary expedient to render 
the ſalvation of ſinners compatible with the 
honour of the divine law, juſtice and purity : 
who cordially approves of a ſalvation ſo hum- 
bling to man, and ſo honourable to God : who, 
as a ſinner, | is ſincerely deſirous to be ſaved from 
a deſerved eternal condemnation, 1n this way : 
and who applies to, and truſts in Chriſt alone 
for the pardon of his fins, the acceptance of 
his perſon, the ſanctification of his heart, and 
the eternal ſalvation of his foul, through his 
merits, atonement, interceſſion, and grace; — 
This man, I fay, “ ſets to his ſeal that God is 
ce true,” honours all the divine attributes, diſ- 
played in the Goſpel, and is thus fully pardon- 
ed, and juſtified, and ſhall be eternally ſaved. 
* He ſhall not come into condemnation, but 
e is paſſed from death unto life.” —But he 
who believes not this teſtimony ; who rejects 
this ſalvation, as ſeeing no occaſion for it, and 
no glory in it; and who either is careleſs about 
eternal things, or ſeeks acceptance in ways of 
D 2 : man's 
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man's deviſing, and more ſuited to man's pride: 
He makes God a liar, pours contempt on every 
divine attribute; defies his juſtice, deſpiſes his 
grace; and \Fronm his manifold wiſdom, which 


angels behold and adore in the church pur- 


chaſed with Emmanuel's blood: But it is to. 


his own loſs; for thus he ſeals and agg ravates 


his own condemnation. | 
As unbelief always is accompanied with im 


penitency; ſo faith ſprings only from a peni- 


tent heart: Therefore repentance e 
« God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
compriſe the conduct, character, and experience 
of the ſinner, who ſeeks ſalvation in the accept- 
able method. That bleſſed Spirit, who applies 
to the ſoul the ſalvation, which flows from the 
love of the Father, through the purchaſe of the 
Saviour's blood (that glory may be to God the 
Father, Son, and Spirit for ever) begins the 
work by © convincing us of ſin.” Illuminat- 
ing the mind to perceive in ſome degree the 
glorious character, and perfect law of God, he 


| ſhews us proportionably the odiouſneſs of fin, 
and the vileneſs of our conduct and character; 


and produces a diſpoſition in us to abhor fin, 


aid abaſe and condemn ourſelves as finners ; 


and convinces us that juſtice is armed againſt. 
us, and undeſerved mercy. our only retuge. 
When the mind is thus ſomewhat prepared for 
the diſcovery, we are led to conſider the truths: 


of the Goſpel, and to ſee ſomewhat of their 


nature and glory, which before were hid from 
us: In proportion as we with enlightened. 
minds, under the influences of the Spirit of 

truth, 
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truth, look to the croſs of Chrift, we are made 
more ſenſible of the demerit and hatefulneſs of 
fin, of our own guilt and depravity, and of the 
ſinfulneſs even of our beſt performances. This 
effectually deprives us of all n of being 
ſaved in any other way, and inſpires us with 
ardent deſires, and feeble expectations of being 
ſaved in and by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.— Thus 
we are led to ſeek ſalvation, where it may be 


found; to uſe the means which the Lord hath 


appointed; to wait with patient expectation, 
though tried by delays and diſcouragements 
(for we have now no Whither elſe tv go, and 
are conſciouſly unworthy of every favour); to 
long and pray for faith ; to be willing to leave 
all worldly intereſts and pleaſures for Chriſt, 
and count them but loſs and dung: To exa- 
mine anxiouſly what is wrong in our manner 
of coming to Chriſt ; and what in our conduct, 
or dependance, excludes us from the tokens of 
his love, in which others rejoice: And till 
with greater earneſtneſs to uſe the means of 
grace; to watch againſt the approach of ſin, 
and apply ourſelves to perform our duty; yet 
{till to grow more jealous of our hearts, leſt we 
ſhould truſt in any thing but free mercy through. 
Chriſt alone. When the ſoul is thus humbled, _ 
and weaned from other dependences, and pre- 
pared to make a good uſe of encouragement : ' 
that favour will be beſtowed, and then the be- 
liever, * abounding in hope through the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt,” learns to rejoice in for- 
giveneſs of fins. _ e 
4 „ 
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Other ſorts of experience, and faith, and cofl- 
fidence, and joy, may be ſeparated from the 
 « meetneſs of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
ce light; but this cannot. They who deſpiſe 
ſpiritual bleſſings, and have an averſion to ſpi- 
ritual occupations and holy company, cannot 
be fit for the ſociety and employment of hea- 
ven. The proud and ambitious, the luxurious, 
and diſſipated, and covetous, the envious and 
malicious, could find nothing there ſuited to 
their diſpoſition, or capable of affording them 
ſatisfaction: They are not only condemned to, 
but “ veſſels of wrath, fitted for deſtruction.“ 
* Ye muſt be born again.” But when through 
this gracious change, wrought in the ſoul by 
the Holy Spirit, we become capable of per- 

ceiving the glory, loving the excellency, and 
reliſhing that pleaſure, which is to be found in 
ſpiritual things: When ſpiritual bleſſings are 
f upremely valued, ſpiritual exerciſes delighted 
in, religious ſociety ſought after: When ſin is 
abhorred, the world deſpiſed, Chriſt - become 
precious ; righteouſneſs hungered and thirſted 
after; the humbling ſalvation of the Goſpel cor- 
dially approved and embraced, and its holy pre- 
cepts choſen, and the whole glory given unto the 
Lord: then we are evidently fitted for the ſo- 
ciety, worſhip, and employments of thoſe holy 
ſpirits, who with exalted love and gratitude, 
are giving glory and honour to God and the 
Lamb for ever. | 

But 2. Even of theſe very perſons, who 
cc have been thus turned from darkneſs unto 


* light, and from the power of Satan unto 
« God,” 


11 

e God; who © have received forgiveneſs of 
« fins, and are both entitled to, and meet for 
« an inheritance amongſt all them who are 
ce ſanctified;ꝰ ſome live in a more ſtrict and 
conſtant courſe of conſequent preparation than 
others; and the ſame perſons more at one ſea- 
ſon than at another. 

There are ſeaſons when in * meaſure we 


* 


are all too anxious about, and entangled by 


worldly things; betrayed into wrong tempers, 
or inexpedient indulgences; comparatively un- 
watchful, lifeleſs, and negligent in our attend- 
ance on public ordinances, or ſecret devo- 
tion. When it is thus with us, though as be- 
lievers we habitually poſſeſs a readineſs, yet in 
another ſenſe we are not ready, © our loins are 
* not gtrded,” © we are not as ſervants wait- 
te ing for the coming of our Lord:“ And his 


approach would ſtartle us, excite perplexing 


_ doubts and gloomy apprehenſions, and fill us 
with confuſion and remorſe. 
Oppoſed to this unwatchfulneſs is that t tenor. 


of conduct, and frame of ſpirit, which forms 


our conſequent and perpetual readineſs, When 
the believer daily examines himſelf, both re- 
ſpecting his ſtate, conduct, growth in grace, 
and victory over his corruptions: When he 
conſtantly and impartially reviews whatever 
occupies his thoughts, or engages his affec- 
tions; whatever relates to the regulation of his 
appetites and paſſions, his tempers and con- 


verſation; whatever paſſes in public, or in pri- 
vate; in his cloſet or family; in his buſineſs, 


jn FOmpany or in the houſe of God : When 


he 
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he judges himſelf, and ſcrutinizes his own con- 
duct with ſcrupulous exactneſs; keeps his heart 


with all diligence, and without reſerve con- 
feſſes humbly before God every thing that he 


but ſuſpects hath been amiſs; ſeeking forgive- 
neſs expreſsly through the blood of Chriſt ; 
When 1n the exerciſe of repentance and faith, 
by continual earneſt prayer, ſeeking the in- 
vigorating influences of the Holy Spirit, he 
daily is employed in ſtriving againſt ſin; in 
mortifying the deeds of the body ; in oppoſing 
eſpecially his ſtrongeſt enemy, his own conſti- 
tutional or cuſtomary iniquity ; and in alpirmg 
after a more entire victory over the world, an 
increaſe of ſpiritual affections, and a converſa- 
tion more becoming the Goſpel of Chrift ;— 
When a Chriſtian is actually thus “ ſetting his 
* affections on things above, not on things on 

ce the earth,“ in a believing profpett of ap- 
proaching diſſolution, and its important con- 


ſequences, he is indeed ready for the coming 


of his expected Lord. 2 8 
Furthermore, * the Son of man, is as a 


c man taking a far journey, who left his houſe, 


t and gave authority to his ſervants, and to 


* every man his work. Every Chriſtian is 
the ſervant. of Jeſus Chriſt : Every ſervant has 


his own place, his own work, his own talents.— 


In filling up that place, doing that work, and 
improving thoſe talents, wiſely, faithfully, and 
diligently, do we approve ourſelves his fer- 
vants, and beſt prepare for his coming.-The 
miniſter's work is to“ preach the word, inſtant 
| * Mark xiii, 34, 1 

4 « in 


1 
er in ſeaſon a6 out of ſeaſon.” A few (like 
David, Daniel, and Nehemiah) are called to 


ſerve God and their generation in the exerciſe. 


of civil power and authority. Theſe are doing 
their work, when they aſſiduouſly and conſci- 
entiouſly improve their advancement for the 
promotion of religion, the welfare of ſociety, 
and the happineſs of mankind.—The employ- 


ment of the rich is to do good with their 


abundance, by alleviating the miſeries, in- 
creaſing the comforts, and diſcountenancing 
the wickedneſs of all around them, as much ag 
poſſible. Thoſe who have not ſuch abundance, 
may find their work in leſs expenſive, but more 


ſelf-denying, and not leſs acceptable inſtances 
of kindneſs to the diſtreſſed (as Tabitha, in 


e making coats and gatments for the poor.“ 


The poor themſelves are to ſerve Chriſt by di- 
ligence, frugality, honeſty, chearful content, 
and a humble reſpectful deportment to their 


ſuperiors. The man who is employed in com- 


mercial dealings, will find his proper ſervice to 


our common Lord in a line of conduct ſtrongly 


marked with integrity, removed at a diſtance 


from the appearance and plauſible ſuſpicion of 
_ avarice, fraud, and oppreſſion : © By rendering 


« to Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's, and to 
God the things that are God's” and by layin 
out upon the needy, according as God hat 
proſpered him. In ſhort, every ſituation in 
— or in relative life, has its peculiar du- 
ties, and affords peculiar occaſions of ſerving 


God, adorning religion, and doing good to 


mankind. In underſtanding and doing our 
E own 


——_—_— 
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own proper work with quietneſs and chearful- 
neſs, not envying thoſe above, nor deſpiſing 


thoſe beneath us; nor intermeddling with ano- 
ther's work, nor quarrelling with our fellow-ſer- 


vants: but difintereſtedly, in our proper place, 
ſerving the common cauſe of God and his church: 


joined with univerſal conſcientiouſneſs- and 


watchfulneſs, do we beſt prepare for the com- 
ing of our Lord. And whatever his employ- 


ment be, © bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his 


« Lord when he cometh ſhall find fo doing.“ 

III. I would propoſe fome concluſive argu- 
ments, which prove the neceſſity of our being 
always read. | | 

(1.) Were we required to be ready for an 
event, which might, or might not take place, 
our negligence might admit of ſome excuſe— 
but * it is appointed unto all men once to die, 
cc and after death the judgment.” That event 
for which we are thus aſſiduouſly to prepare, is 
of known, and acknowledged certainty ; whilſt 
all other future events, and emergencies, about 
which we are anxious, -and for which we are 
making proviſion, are totally uncertain ; and 
whilſt we are taking care for many years, we 
may never live to ſee many days. Can we 
then act reaſonably ; if we provide fo carefully 
and laboriouſly for an uncertainty : and beſtow 
no pains to provide for an undiſputed certainty? 
(. 2.) Death to individuals, and judgment to 


the world will not only certainly arrive, but 


when the moſt of men never expect them: 
« When they ſay peace and ſafety, then ſud- 
den deſtruction cometh upon them as travail 

| i s - © upon 


\ 
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e upon a woman with child, and they ſhall 
«© not eſcape.” © For the day of the Lord 
„will come as a thief in the night.” The 
appointed hour of death is kept from each of 
us, in impenetrable ſecrecy; not only beyond 
our diſcovery, but . even our probable con- 
jecture. Death is all around us indiſcrimi- 
nately preying upon tender infancy, blooming 
Ou, vigorous manhood, and decrepit old 
The feeble: linger on, the robuſt are 
Fatried away. Wafting ſickneſs, or. hoary 
hairs'warn a few of approaching diſſolution, 
who yet ſeldom profit by the warning: more 
are cut off without previous notice. —A fall, 
a blow, a robber, a nocturnal conflagration, or 
ſome of the innumerable unforeſeen appoint- 
ments of God, which men falſely call acci- 
dents, hurry multitudes from vigorous health, 
eager purſuits, and ſanguine expectations, to 
meet their Judge, and hear their doom. One 
drops by an apoplexy, another is ſeized by 
madneſs, and a third by a fever and delirium, 
who raves a few days, and dies. Like a field 
of battle, they fall on the right hand, and on 
the left: we are hitherto wonderfully pre: 
ſerved ; but at what hour, or by what ſtroke 4 
Sovereign God may cut us off, we know not, 
nor can we conjecture. Is it not N 
we ſhould be always ready? 
(3.) Should a ſudden calamity deprive usof 
all earthly comforts; we might hope for a 
favourable reverſe, to reinſtate us in proſperity : 
or the favour of God; and the hope and earneſt 
* heaven might lence our complaints, and 
1 ans E 2 tk brighten. 


E 


brighten our roſpect. — But if unexpected 
death cut us off unprepared, our opportunity 
is eternally loſt, our hope has given up the 


ghoſt, and the blackneſs of darkneſs bounds 


the dreary proſpect for ever, Surely we have 
reaſon enough to prepare for a deciſion, which 


may take place this hour; which once paſſed 


can never be reverſed ; and on which the in- 
tereſts of eternity depend. Aſſuredly it would 
be irrational to run the hazard of a miſcarriage 
for one moment, though in that moment we 
could ſecure the empire of the univerſe. © For 

cc what is a man profited, if he gain the whats 
« world, and loſe his own ſoul ? Or what ſhall, 


ec a man give in exchange for his foul ? — 


Yet are not ſome preſent convicted of their 
own conſciences that they are hazarding ail theſe 
irreverſible and awful 'conſcquences ; by pro- 
craſtinating in the concerns of their ſouls from 
month to "month, and year to year; for the 


fake of ſuch things. as are moſt trifling and, 


tranſitory? And is this the conduct of rational, 
creatures ? 

(4.) Were that BORA or miſery which 
the Bible reveals, though eternal, yet imper- 


fect, and mixed; this might ſomewhat account 


for the infatuation of leaving the event in ſuſ- 


penſe, till fome craving luſt was gratified. Rut 
the whole extent, and force of human language 
is employed, and labours, and is exhauſted in 
repreſenting the abſolute, and unmixed felicity 
ol heaven, and miſery of hell. All that man 
is, or ever ſhall become capable of enjoying, 


a A ets all that God c can n beſtow "I: | 
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him : and all that his powerful wrath can in- 
dict on the immortal ſpirit, and incorruptible 
body to all eternity, are now depending : the 
important decifion is at hand—need I ſay, be 
ready? I need not, if men's eyes were not 
blinded by the god of this world. 
(,.) Even our comfortable enjoyment of life 
greatly depends on being prepared for death. 
 — Who can reliſh even the feeble pleaſure, 
which temporal things are capable of commu- 
nicating, with this thought corroding his heart? 
ce J may die this night, this hour: I am to- 
ce tally unprepared: tis therefore poſſible that 
ccc before another hour I may lift up mine eyes 

cc in hell.” And though more pleaſing and wel- 
come thoughts commonly thruſt out this ſalu- 
tary reflection: yet it will ſometimes intrude 
even in the vigor of health, in the midſt of 
company, and in ſcenes of mirth and diſſipa- 
tion: however like ſome dire ſpectre it will be 
| ſure to haunt the hour of diſtreſs, and the bed 
of ſickneſs, or to mingle with whatever re- 
minds us of. death and judgment. But how 
muſt it enhance our comforts, and mitigate 
our ſorrows, and deliver us from the fear of 
death, to ©* know that when this earthly houſe 
te of our tabernacle ſhall be diſſolved, we have 
ce à building of God, an houſe not made with 
6 hands, eternal in the heavens ?” 
' (6.) Nor can our judgment of our ſituation 
in reference to eternal things, fail to have a 
powerful influence on our conduct. He, who 
judges, or fears that he is unfit for death; yet 
neglects, or poſtpones a thorough preparation, 


* 
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muſt and will ſhun ſolitude and reflection, and 
endeavour fo ſilence the voice of conſcience. 
Hence perpetual hurry of buſineſs, or diver- 
fions : hence, when theſe are found too feeble 
effectually to free him from the torment of 
thinking, he takes refuge in debauchery, or in- 
fidelity. — Thus guilt accumulates, and wrath 
is treaſured up againſt the day of wrath, and 
cc revelation of the righteous judgment of 
« God.” But the well-grounded hope of ſal- 
vation arms the foul as with an helmet ; keeps 
it ſteady as an anchor; inſpires courage and reſo- 
lution to labour, venture, and ſuffer for' Chriſt ; 
infuſes ſweetneſs into religious exerciſes ; and 


rends the ſoul, „“ ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, al- 
Ways abounding in the work of the Lord, 


« as knowing that his labour is not in vain in 
« the Lord,” 

(J.) Finally, at the approach of deatly many 
have grievouſly lamented the neglect of pre- 
paration ; none ever lamented having been too 
diligent in preparing. Many have lamented 
their inattention to the goſpel, to the means of 
orace, and to the concerns of eternity : but 


none ever at that time lament that they 


have miſſed opportunities of gratifying their 
appetites, frequenting amuſements, and taking 


Vorldly pleaſure. Pious Chriſtians often. mourn, 
at that ſolemn period, loſt opportunities for 


ſervice, unimproved talents, unfruitfulneſs, 
and negligence : but none regret having re- 


nounced the world, denied themſelves, borne 


their croſs, laboured- for Chriſt, and minded 
the one thing necdful.— When ſtanding on the 


1 verge 


E 
verge of both worlds, if not before, men be- 
gin to form a more proper eſtimate of their 
comparative value. Let us profit by their judg- 
ment; and ow employ ourſelves, as they wiſh 


they had, or rejoice that they did: then ſhall 


we indeed be ready alſo. 

I am perſuaded, brethren, that many vf you 
have all along perceived, that I choſe this ſub- 
ject with reference to the death of the late Dr. 
Conyers, of Deptford, an honoured, able, and 
uſeful minifter of the goſpel. —From authentic 
information you will probably be gratified, and 
edified ere long with a variety of intereſting 
particulars reſpecting his character, life, and 
death. But this is not my province: it is 
enough for my purpoſe to obſerve, that laſt 
Lord's day morning he was ſo far in health, as 
to perform the * ſervice, in his pariſh church, 
In the ſecond leſſon (which was the xxth 
chapter of Acts) having ſolemnly pronounced 
the words“ and now I know that al = 
« among whom I have gone preaching t 


b kingdom of God, ſhall ſee my face ao more. 
© —Wherefore I tike you to record, that I am 
e pure from the blood of al! nen; for I have 


« not ſhunned to declare unto you all the 
« counſel of God;” He pauſed; applied the 
words to his own mini ry among thoſe preſent; 


and appealed to their conſciences, that he had 
thus diſcharze* his truſt, and was pure from 


cheir bloc, whatever were their preſent con- 


qu, or future doom. Then he proceeded, 


5. All but the Communion Service, which was read by 
his Curate. 


_ preached, 
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preached, concluded, or was concluding the 
bleſſing, when he was ſuddenly taken ill, and 
(not to dwell on circumſtances not fully au- 
thenticated) died before three o'clock that after- 
noon. Without doubt this event was to him 
inexpreſſibly glorious, and joyful. If we except 

the caſe of thofe, who concluded and ſealed 
their teſtimony with their blood, ſhed in con- 
firmation of the truth they preached ; we can- 


not conceive a miniſter dying more in cha- 


rater, or more honourably. —Like a ſoldier 
dying ſword in hand, valiantly defending his 
country,—< Let me die the death of the righ- 


c teous, and let my latter end be like his.“ 
e RBleſſed is that ſervant, whom his Lord when 
c he cometh ſhall find /o oy 


But had it been your caſe !—Should death 


ſingle out you, before you leave this place of 


worſhip! What would be the conſequence ? 
The providence of God joins iſſue with his 
word, and loudly proclaims, © Be ye ready 
« alſo.” — And are you ready? Do you ſtart ? 
Does conſcience declare the contrary? What 


an awful ſituation had you now been in, had 
the God, in whoſe hand is your life, called 


you inſtead of his ready ſervant! Oh ye gay, 
ye thoughtleſs, ye who are dreaming vain 
dreams of earthly felicity, on the very verge 


of eternal miſery, pauſe, reflect Let your 
E * Jaughter be turned into mourning, and your 


joy into heavineſs.“ Awake thou that 
ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt 


„ ſhall give thee light.“ * Let the wicked 


00 forſake his way, and the unrighteous man 
5 « his 


4 ] 
et his thoughts, and let him return unto the 
e Lord, and he will (yet) have mercy upon 
« him, and to our God, and he will abun- 
15 dantly pardon.” But it muſt be without 
delay: © you muſt ſeek the Lord while he 
% may be found.” © Behold now is the ac- 
ce cepted time! Behold now is the day of ſal- 
e vation Therefore to-day, if ye will hear 
ce his voice harden not your hearts” leſt to- 
morrow ſhould be too late, © and he ſhould 
ec ſwear in his wrath, that you ſhall never enter 
ce into his reſt.” And you muſt addreſs your- 
ſelves to this buſineſs with all earneſtneſs; 
ce ſtri ve to enter in at the ſtrait gate; for many 
« will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able; 
% When once the Maſter of the houſe hath 
e riſen up, and hath ſhut to the door; and ye 
* begin to ſtand without, and knock—ſaying, 
Lord, Lord, open to us, and he ſhall anſwer, 
and ſay unto you, I know ye not whence ye 
cc are then ſhall be weeping, and gnaſhing of 
teeth.“ That this may not be your caſe, 
return home; I beſeech you, retire, and on 
your bended knees, ſu erg him, who is yet 
) ſeated on a throne of grace, and exalted to 
- give repentance, and forgiveneſs of ſins, to 
Prepare your ſouls for meeting him ny 
upon his judgment-ſcat. | | 
But, my brethren, as you value your im- 
| mortal ſouls,” do not reſt ſatisfied-with a mere 
profeſſion, or a hope grounded upon ſome 


general convictions of ſin, approbation of the 


goſpel doctrines, encouragement received under 
the word, or the good opinion of mg” 
1 F 6 an 
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and miniſters. Remember the fooliſh virgins: - 
they had the lamp of profeſſion, were admitted 
to the company of, and continued undetected 
by the wiſe virgins: yet had they not the oil 
of true grace. They had a religion, which 
ſatisfied others, and themſelves until © the 
« coming of the Lord ;” but utterly failed 
when they had moſt occaſion for it, and left 

them in outer, and eternal darkneſs. —Oh 
examine yourſelves, and beg of God to examine 
you, and ſhew you whether you have ſcriptural 
evidence that your fins are forgiven, and your 
hearts changed by divine grace. That man 
alone, who abiding in Chriſt, and looking to 
him daily, learns to abhor all ſin, to love, and 
long after all holineſs, to deſpiſe the world, 
and to ſeek his comfort here, as well as hope 
of heaven hereafter, from the exerciſe of grace, 
and the performance of his duty, will when 
Chriſt ſhall appear, have confidence, and not 
be aſhamed before him at his coming. In this 
way therefore © give all diligence to make your 
* calling and election ſure: for if ye do theſe 
«, things ye ſhall never fall; but ſo an entrance 
«© ſhall be miniſtred. to you abundantly into 
cc the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and 
c Saviour Jeſus Chriſt . But he that lacketh 

« theſe things is blind.“ e 

And, my Chriſtian brethren, let us make it 
our buſineſs © to have our loins girded, and 


La) 


« our lamps burning, and be like men, who 


« are waiting for the coming of their Lord.” 
22 Pet. i. 12, 13. 
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Let us watch and labour. each in his place and 
poſt. Now is the time to do ſomething for 
the cauſe of God on earth, amongſt ſinners : 
« The, night is coming wherein no man can 
« work. ” According to the advice of Solo- 


mon * ce Whatſoever thine hand findeth to 


* 0, do it with all thy might; for there is no 
ce work nor device, nor knowledge, nor viſ- 
« dom in the grave, whither thou goeſt.— 

<«« Having then gifts differing according to the 
« grace that is given unto us: whether pro- 


5e phecy, let us propheſy according to the pro- 


ce portion of faith : or miniſtry, let us wait on 
« our miniſtring; or he that teacheth on 


ec teaching; - or he that exhorteth, on exhorta- 


c tion, He that giveth, let him do it with 
« ſimplicity; he that ruleth with diligence ; 
« he that ſheweth mercy with cheerfulneſs,— 


« Let love be without diſſimulation—abhor 


e that which is evil; cleave to that which is 
god f. Kc. —In this way let us be daily 
making preparation for death; and then we 


need not perplex ourſelves with diſtruſtful ap- 
prehenſions about it: our God will order every 


circumſtance relating to our cloſing ſcene, as 
ſhall be moſt for his glory, the edification of 


others, and our own comfort and advantage: 
he can, and we may truſt he will illuminate 


the gloomy valley, and make e even the King of 
terrors wear a mile. 


E ketl. i ix, 10, I Rom. x11, 


And 
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And as the 50 is . his chuck if 8 


thoſe, who have been faithful and uſeful, pray 


for us, my brethren, who remain, that we may 


thus preach, labour, live, and die. And finally 


let us all join in earneſtly praying the Lord of : 


the harveſt to Tend forth labourers into "Tits 
harveſt, Amen, Amen. | 
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